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[French Deny War 
Aces Sent China 


Japanese Report On 49 
Pilots Declared 
“Groundless”’ 


(Havas) 

PARIS. Feb. 13. — “Entirely 
groundless’ is the report emana- 
ting from a Japanese source and 
announcing that 49 French atr- 
inen, divided into three groups, 
have gone or are going to China 
to ussist the Chinese Government 
in the hostilities, official quarters 
here declared today. 

The Japanese report in question 
alleged that Dr. Wellington Koo, 
Chinese Ambassedor to France, 
had persuaded French fliers to 
“help in) the reconstruction of 
Chinese air forces." 

An advance group of 18 men led 
by Lt.-Col. Laurent, World 
War ace and edviser to the 
Schneider Corporation, had as- 
sertedly left) Marseilles Inte last 
vear and were stated to be in 
nective service now. 

A second party of 16 men had 
allegedty departed from France 
in the middle of last month, while 
a third group of 15 airmen is to 
sail from Marseille; this coming 
Friday, the report added. 

The Japanese despatch conclud- 
ed in stating, “The French fliers 
reportedly have been recruited by 
M. Pierre Cot, former French Air 
Minister. 

“By this move, further indica- 
tions of French assistance to the 
National Government, in an effort 
to counteract Japanese gains in 
China, was seen by observers.” 
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French Airmen 
Joining China 
New Air Force 


¢Domet) 

TCKYO, Feb. 13.—Forty-tive | 
French fliers have been persuaded 
bs Dr. Wellingion Koo, Chinese 
Ambassador to France, to help 
the reconstruction of Chinese Air 
forces, according to information 
received here today. 

An advance party of 18, heac- 
ed by Lieut.-Col. Laurent, former 
World War ace, and at present 
adviser to the Schneider Corpora- 
tion, sailed from Marseilles lute 
Jast year and are now working in 
the front lines, the reports stated. 

A second group of 16; which 
jeft Marseilles about the middle 
or January has just reached 
China, while a third group of 15 
fy scheduled to — sail froin 
Marseilles this Friday for China, 
according to the reports. 
| The French fiiers reportedly 
| have been recruited by M. Pierre 
Got, former French Air Minister. 

By this move, further indication 
of French assistance to the Kuo-! 
mintang regime in an effort to 

counteract Japanese gains im 

China, was seen by observers. 
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Foreigners to Fly For \ 
Chinese in South 


More than 80 foreign aviators 
arrived in Yunnan and Kwangsi 
recently by way of Hongkong to 
join the Chinese at foree, a Hong- 
kong dispatch reaching here yester. 
day said 

Most of these foreign aviators are 
of U.S. and Soviet nationalities, the 
report said. With the exception of 
a few who will serve as aviation ine 
structors, the aviators will be em- 
ployed by the Chinese to fly combat 
planes, the despatch stated. 
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06 Foreigners 
Claimed Joining 
China Air Force 


Aces Reach 


Chungking 


To Form New Unit 


Against 


Japan 


300 SOVIET VETS 


New Zealanders Arrive 
From Spanish Front 


For 


Service 


Five hundred foreign aviators, 
lnany of them veterans of aerial 
combuts and bombing operations. 
Lave joined the new Chinese air 
force. according to reports in cir- 
culation at Hongkong. Many other 
volunteers have applied to join the 
air force and Mr. Quo Tai-chi. 
Ambassador at London, and Dr. 
V. K. Wellington Koo, Ambassador 
at Paris, are said to be consider- 
ing their applications. 

Turee hundred of the foreign 
volunteers for the Chinese air 
force are said to be Soviet Rus- 
sians while the rest are mostly 
British and French. Several 
American, Canadian, Australian 
and New Zealand pilots have also 
joined. Two of the New Zealand- 
ers, the reports continued, have 
only recently left the Spanish war 
scene. They have left for Chung- 
king after a brief stay in Hong- 
kong. One of them has a record 
ot tour planes shot down while 
tighting for the Spanish Republi- 
eans, it is said. 

Separate Branch 

The volunteers, it is believed. 
will fly a separate branch of the 
new Chinese air force. cooperating 
with the Chinese fliers, the ranks 


ot which have been materially 
micreascd during the last few 
months. Many of them have 


been graduated from the Central 
Aviation Academy in Yunnan and 
they will join the:Chinese veterans 
who have survived the 18 months 
of hastilities. 

This will mark the second time 
since the outbreak of Sino~Japa- 


nese hostilities that China has 
engaged large forces of foreign 
volunteers for aerial combats. 
Farlier last year, a formidable 
force of American and other for- 
eign aviators under Colonel Vin- 
cent Schmidt combatted the Ja- 
panese aviators in numerous bat- 
tles, including the historic combat 
over Hankow when a big Japanese 
squadron was practically wiped 
out. Colonel Schmidt is also be- 
lieved to have headed the Chinese 
squadron which raided the Ja- 
panese base at Formosa. They 
suit following a dispute over the 
‘emuneration. 
Chinese Planes Resume 


Chinese warplanes have resumed 
activities recently in South China 
after a prolonged recess. It is 
reported that they again bombed 
Japanese naval concentrations at 
Bocca Tigris in Pearl River and 
distributed handbills at Tunghun 
and Sheklung on the Canton- 
Kowloon Railway asking the Chi- 
nese civilians to evacuate the city 
in view of the general offensive 
which the Chinese troops are 
launching. 


Meanwhile efforts have been 
tedoubled to equip the growing 
Chinese air force with a sufficient 
upply of fast aircraft. Negotia- 
tions sre said to be going on in 
Smerica for the purchase of 200 
Bellanca bombers fitted to carry 
seven bombs each. A large quant- 
ity of Soviet pursuit planes is 
understood to be at the disposal 
o£ the Chinese government. 
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Ex-Loyalist Ace In China 
To Join Air Force 


Some men Bluttons 
for punishment, 
other remarked some time ago. 
‘They are exemplified by a New 
Zealand aviator who has just ar- 
rived in Hongkong and who is now 
tiying te join the Chinese air force; 
he comes from Spain via Australia, 


are perfect 


with a record of about eight 
menths with the Loyalist air 
force over Madrid. With him 


comes ancther New Zealander, also 
an aviator, who is hoping to earn 
his living here as well. 

The two men are E. N. Griffiths 
and L. A. Willicombe. Mr. Griffiths 
is the gentleman from Spain and 
in his right shoulder is the mark 
or a Spanish Insurgent bullet, a 
scuvenir Gf an aerial “dog fight.” 

Mr. Griffiths arrived in Spain 
about a fortnight after the war 
sterted and enlisted with a fighter 
unit at Madrid. For the next eight 
months, he was kept busy in the 
air, fighting off lcombers and pur- 
suit ships alike. He was officially 


as some one or 


|to'New a convalescent, he went 


credited with hav'ng brought down 
four rebel ‘planes. 

In a “dog-fight” ene day a bullet 
wounded him severely” in the 
shoulder, he retained control of thi 
raachine, however, and breught it 
safely back to the aerodrome. Sub- 


on to America, 
and 


Zealand, 
New Zealand again, 


to New 
back to 


|now he is in China, anxious to be 


in the air once more, 

Mr. Willicombe, who arrived in 
Hongkong with Mr. Griffiths in the 
s.s. Taiping on January 6, has nct 


had any experience of the “real 
thing’ as regards fighting in the 
air. He has, however, a good re- 
cord in the New Zealand Air 


Force, where one of his specialities 
was “aercbatics.” After leaving the 
New Zealand Air Force he, too, 
decided that a “ground job” was 
no place for him and so he joined 
Mr. Griffiths in the trip to China 
in an attempt to earn his living by 
is trade. . 
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Veteran Of Five Wars 
Parties On Japanese 


Air Arm Said Seeing Unusual Aciivity 


(United Press) . 

HANKOW, Feb. 25.—Veteran of 
five wars and with four months 
service with the Chinese Air: 
Force behind him, Vincent! 
Schmidt, American ace and chief 
of the Chinese Air Force “Foreign 
Legion”, told the United Press 
here today that he had joined the 
Chinese Air Force “because only 
our weaker brothers need help— 
it is nonsense to help the strong.” 


Schmidt, who is credited with 
having led the' spectacular Chin- 
ese air raid on Formosa last Wed- 
nesday, began combat flying with 
the Chinese Air Force in Novem- 
ber, but had fought Japan in the 


air before during the Shanghai 
‘War of 1932, 
Soldier Of Fortune 

A bluff, strapping American, 
Schmidt has also seen service in 
the Great War, the Mexican Re- 
volution, the Italo-Ethiopian War 
and the Spanish civil war. 

He won the rank of “Bomber 
Chieftain” with the Nationalist 
‘forces in Spain and came to 
China last October as one of forty 
American and European volun- 
teers to the Chinese Air Force, At 
Present he heads all foreign 
volunteers in the Chinese Air 
Force with the exception of Rus- 
Silans and carries the title of 
“Commander of. the 14th Squa- 
dron” which consists of American 
and European volunteers, 


Schmidt, 40 years of age, 6 feet! 


tall and weighing 220 pounds. is 
cheerful but uncommunicative 
regarding his activities with the 
Chinese Air Force since he has 
been instructed to maintain strict 
secrecy regarding operations of the 
air arm of China's fighting forces. 
Cannot Tell 

“I know, but I cannot teli,” is 
his usual answer to friends who 
question him regardiny raids 
planned or already completed by 
China's air squadrons. The self- 
styled “prcfessional bomber,” it, 
is worthy of note, came under 
suspicion of being a foreign spy 
shortly after his arrival in Nan- 
king last October when he was 
seen aSscciating with a French 
weman believed to have been 
,engaged in espionage activities. 
‘Central Government authorities 
were said to have warned the 
American ace, resulting in his 
dropping of his French female 
friend. 

Regarding the Chinese raid cn 
Formosa and the possibliity of ex- 
panded operations by the Chinese 
Air Force, including rumiors of a 
Planned raid on Japan proper, 
Schmidt today maintained his 
customary silence. 


Noon Raids Distiked 


intense dislike for Japanese air 
{raids at noon-time which force 
| him ‘to desert his tiffin for the 
ccckpit of a Chinese pursuit plane. 
He says the past four weeks have 
been the busiest of his life be- 


Foreign Legion” Head 
Of Fliers Tells Reason |’ 
For Aiding China Army 


* 


Leads: Daredevil Raid 
Positions In China; 


cause of frequent Chinese raids 
on Japanese positions along the 
Hwai River on the southern Tsin- 
pu Railway and other raids on 
Nanking and Wuhu. 

The American volunteer usually 
arises at 5 o'cleck in the morning. 


Narrow Escape 

Schmidt's most recent narrow 
escape was during a Chinese raid! 
on Pengou where the Japanese 
were understocd to have had no 
anti-aircraft batteries. Schmidt 
dove down on the Japanese posi!- 
tions to drop his bombs, but sud- 
denly found himself in the midst 
of a hail of tracer anti-aircraft 
bullets, three of which punctured 
his plane. Suddenly pulling out 
of the dive, Schmidt succeeded in 
escaping without being wounded. 

Schmidt, unlike most foreign’ 


day's objectives. 


He is well’ erg ad — Fong i 
ican law against volun "4 
foreign wars, but thus far has not 
been warned by American autho- 
rities here who say “Officially we 
do not know of Schmidt's presence 
in Hankow.” Schmidt regards M.. 
Nelson T. Johnson, American Am- 
bassador to China, as an old friend 
and has told his friends that he 
regrets not being able to call on 
Mr. Johnson because of the pos- 
sible legal complications. 
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The_Aeriai Foreign Legion Passes 
tI aaa pa of China’s “foreign 

Icgion” of the air foree has been announc-) 
ed from Hankew, but the announcement tells 
only half the story. 

The gicup which is being demobilized, or 
sather reorganized, comprises only the 14th 
5omvardment Squadron of eight foreign pilots |— 
net including any Russians. _ The Soviet pilots, 
numbering not less than % and with their 
humbers increasing, will continue as a “a Separate 
Torce although this fact | is not stated in- the 
anncuncement. caeaaaas 
‘ There are good men in the small foreign 
group of Amcricans, French, British, Australian 
and Canadian nationalities under leadership 
of Vincent Schmidt, veteran of Spain cam- 
paigns, new reported dismissed. But there has 
also been plenty of trouble—three Americans, 
picked by Chinese in the United States, having 
proved never to have been in an airplane be- 
fore and to have faked their qualifications in 
crder to get a free ijde to China. For some}, 
time it has been cica; that the Chinese air 
f{oree would have to spcr.alize either more or 
less in this matter of foreign pilots not of 
Soviet Russian nationality, and a variety of 
reascns made it appear advisable to let the 
dwindling group disintegrate completely. Now 
the remaining eight will go to other squadrons 
or to service as instructors. 

The official statement announcing this 
action says that the “foreign legion” participat- 
od in aerial engagements with Japanese air- 
craft at Nanchang and Hankow and also in the 
bumbing of Japanese positions on the Tientsin- 
Pukew railway front. Probably most of the 
publicity given these men has been overdrawn 
but it is certain that they have afforded valu- 
abie scrvice to the Chinese cause ang will prove 
gt further assistance under the reorganization, 
plan. 

As to the Russians, they remain a very my- 


sverl Gus gr is _group—taciturn, and o d_ operating _ un Ger 


planes while on hile on the 
qbout them, At the beginning they seemed| 
no great bargain at any price. There were 
many field crashes in landing their fast planes 
cn rough terrain of inadequate dimensions, and 
their behavicur_on ra raids was_as mysterious as 
every thi ng_else vibing else about them. Talk persists that 
they caused the loss of a considerable number 
cf other planes by calmly flying off while they 
were at a commanding altitude in a crucial 
moment. It is also persistently rumorei that 
the National Government's control over these 
pilots is little more than nominal and that the 
fly if, when hoose; yet on the 
other hand high Government leaders assert 
their fundamental control over the Soviet pilots, 
and certain] it is Hankow which is payin 


(heir salaries. 


ground or_ ‘earn, “much 


The question of material on gertainly 
must figuic largely in the genera problem of 
Chisa’s military aircraft and personnel. No one 
Clee is giving as favorable terms for plane pur- 
chas se us is tne US.S.R. Ten-year, credits arc 


o ogres S with the he planes, it would appear. id 
indications are that both planes ¢ and_pilots are 
in general _ giving Satisfaction; “‘mecting the 
canny Chinese requirement of a good deal for 
the meney, in short. 

Twin-engined bombers of high speed (so 
high as not to require pursuit-plane escort, it 
iz rumored) and reasonably fast, highly mancu- 
verable biplanes are Russia’s greal cont ibuticns 
in the way of material. The ultra-fast lout 
poctly maneuverable. monoplanes did not work 
cut and there will be no more of them sent | in. 
How much the Russians are doing for “Chin- 
ese pilcts in the way of training, or allowing 
them to fly Russian craft. is problematical. But 
the Chinese are reeeiving training in other 
guarters and they are getting more airplanes. 
With Dr. T.V. Soong now in a major acronautic| 
rele, there will be betler co-crdinalicn and 
general improvement, including better proviston 
iy the way of air fields--long China's great 


reed, and inexcusably negiected in the past. 
—_——_—>—_——_ 
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REPORT 


November 4, 37. 


Date. 19 


Arrival in Shangnai of three YTrencn aviators seeking employment = 


s at hy ect SPPIPrvrerirriirTTeMeririrr tii ttt ttt tt ee 

in the Chinese Air Force, " 

. ; ( 
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er Ne ee Ae ee ee Ne ae eT TT SIT ee eT 
Among the passengers arriving in Shanghai on the 


Messageries Maritimes 8.8. “Felix Roussel" on October 18, 


1937 were the following three French aviators who embarked 
at Marseilles:- 
{1) Martial LAROCHE, aged 35. 
(2) Marcel FLOREIN, aged 23 and. 
(3) Aifred PILAIN, aged 41. - 
All three have seen auction as aviators on the Spanish 


fronts, but whether they were fighting for the Re Jublicans 


or Nationalists is not ows 


_LAROCHE and FLORMIN, after arrival — ranidved 


at a boarding house situated at No. 390 Avenue Joffre 


(cafe Normandie), but left for Nanking on et OnRE at in 


an effort to obtain powstt tons with the ‘Chinese Air Force. 


PILAIN, who is accompanied by his wife, is at present 


residing at Clements Apartments, 1565 Rue Lafayette, and 


although it is known that he came to Shanghai with the 


express_ intention of joining the Chinese Air Force, what 


moves he has made- to secure a post have not yet been learned, 


According to reliable information PILAIN is an orficer 


on reserve of the French Army. 
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REPORT 


Date. octover. 28,1957. 


Subject... mmiibbeieaiiine in Snanshai of deserters from italian forces in 


Made by... UsS. Pitts. . Forwarded by... a pare ave ex! Rick ee ye 


One Siro BELLUCI, Italian, Dorn at Florence on Aug sust 


ds igil, a deserter from the Italian forces sperating in 


Abyssinia, irvived in Shanghai on the s.s. "Chenonceaux" as 
a fourtk-class passenger from Djibouti on September 22, 1957. 


He was in possession of an Identity Card issued him by the 


French Authorities in Djibouti. BELLUCI is now resiacing 


at House No. 17, Passage No. 51 Route de Grouchy. 


jb 


yor | 
According tv ini ormation received two other aeserters 
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from the italian Army also arrived an Shanghai on tne same 


steamer. Tne first, Alvero CINIGLIA, tgavelled asa 4th. 


ciass passenger, ¥ whilst the second, VYando CATSLLANI, was a 


oP. hy. E stowaway. After arrival here, CINIGLIA, who speaks 


f.uent Prench, proceeded to the Trench Cornsulate-‘Teneral 


on “business matters." 


Svon after arrival here, PHLLUCI and CATSLLA‘I made 


their way to the "LACT BAK" 1/9 Kue Chu Pao San in search 


of employment. Through the goed ofrices or Mir. Lazlo 


arn hungarian, (ne 8 2eaxs Samet tee Italian), owner or 


“this establishment, _BELLUCT was engaged as manager of the 


4 
- 


oe “FANTASIO CABARET," located on Rue Cia Pao ‘San, the sSoorieter 


of which is a Mr. BARD SL “T, at a monthly salary of $80. 00 


CINIGLIA and CATELLANT having had certain aviation 


experience it is reported, endeavoured to obtain posts with 


i : 
the Chinese Air Force, andin this scams as Bois believed 


that CINIGLIA, who left this port for Mepieeteniies on Gutoher Sy 


1957 — on the S.8- "Chenonccaux" is _proceeding to Canton +s 


mm ——sS es —-—_——-+ -—— —~—-— — — —- as 
‘ establish connection with the ‘Chinese Forces in thet city. 
{ a ir es in - — — 
Don It is to be remarked that these three individuals “ 
ae a harbour very pronounced anti-fascist sentiments. Qehike: 


D.C. (Special Branch). 7 


